[Drug-eluting stents in non-coronary arteries].
According to the available literature, drug-eluting stents (DES) are used mainly in coronary arteries. However, DES are used in non-coronary districts as well. The indication for DES implantation in non-coronary arteries is the same as that in the coronary circulation that is to prevent restenosis. Although data from both controlled studies and observational reports do exist, the use of DES in the non-coronary circulation is very limited and is not comparable with that for the treatment of coronary artery disease. The most important factors one has to consider before DES implantation in non-coronary arteries are histologic features, blood flow characteristics and compressive extrinsic forces. Further studies on larger populations are warranted to define the ideal combination stent/drug and the clinical indications for the correct use of DES in non-coronary vascular districts.